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HiiH Rogers steam yacht Kanawha
and F M8mlths steam yacht will
ace next Saturday over a mllo oouno

Sandy Hook for the Lysistrata-
Mp It win be the second contest for this

which was presented to the New
Y6rk Yacht Club last year by James Gordon
Benriolt The trophy is a challenge cup
for steamers and Is valued at 1800
JJs won twice by the same yacht becomes
tho property of the owner of that yacht
The won the race last year oft
Newport defeating the Noma owned by
W B Leeds and if the Kanawha sucoeeds
in defeating the Bauoli the trophy will-

s become Mr property
Both the defender and the challenger

have been specially prepared for the raoo
next Saturday The Kanawha after the
contest last summer waa put through a
series of exhaustive trials in order to find
out where her speed could bo Improved

V iud last winter while the yacht was at
Morris Heights several changes were made
in the machinery which are said to have Im
proved her speed materially The boilers
were retubed and the yacht now can carry-
a higher pressure of steam than formerly
This give more revolutions to her wheelu and more revolutions under ordinary con

mean more speed Whether the
Increased speed will be to defeat

i the Hauoll remains to be seen
The Hauoll was built last year and while

she was not raced she was tried against
several fast steamers and gave great satis-
faction to her owner deelgner and builder
This year the boat baa been thoroughly
overhauled and is now in the finest of trim

two yachts will go to the line on
Saturday in the best possible condition
Neither side is boasting but each owner
has confidence In his boat It is certain
that the victory will not be a hollow one
and the yacht that succeeds in crossing the

line first will have to be driven
for all she is worth from the start

The Kanawha the holder of the cup
was built at Seabury k CcVs at Morris
Heights for the late John P Duncan In

Since that tune aho baa been the
fastest boat among the steam yachts in
theae waters There may have been some
mailer craft that could go faster than the
Kanawha for a abort distance such as the
EUlde and the Arrow but theee are only
racing machines and cannot be classed
with a boat like the Knnawha which is a
vessel of 680 tons displacement can aooomo
date many guesta and baa room for a large
crew of sailors and engineers

Mr Duncan waa fond of speeding his
boat against any vessel that made any
pretentious of being teat Mr Rogers

liked to travel fast and has eent the
against every craft that has been

icredited with doing anything phenomenal
with the result that the Kanawha can proudly
claim the title of being the fastest boat in
these waters

She is a comfortable craft and in her
construction and flttmga comfort baa not
been sacrificed to speed When running at
full speed she is as steady a many boat
are when they are tugging at their moor-
ings and a glass of water could be placed
on a table while the yacht Is moving fat
and not a drop would be spilled To travel
fast under such conditions is a luxury that
few can enjoy because there are few boat
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WHAT MAKES A STAMP RARE

MERE SCARCITY NOT ENOUGH
TO EXPLAIN HIGh PRICES

A Mauritius issue f Widen Twentyflve
Are Extant Worth More Than an An-

iraUan Inoe or Whloh There Are Bet
Four The Greatest American Karttle

Tho fact that the German Postal Museum
not long ago paid the tremendous sum of
19023 for a single specimen of the Mauritius
twopenny postage tamp said a stamp
dealer suggests the question what goes
to make a rare stamp

The usual reason given for the high
price of certain Issues is their scarcity
but there are many stamp which are called
rare regardless of the number of them In
existence a good example being the Mauri-
tius Issues

These are regarded by collectors
U the rarest In the world yet there are-
as many as twentyfive of them known

On the othef hand there are
Bother Issues which are

as the Western Australia fourpenny
blue of which there are only four
known and yet none of them baa never
brought a higher figure than 3000

The Maurltiua Issues of 1847 are said
to have been designed and engraved by-

a watchmaker and were Issued by the
Mauritius postmaster to carry invitations
to an official ball Of a total original issue
of 800 there now remain but twentyfive
specimens

Each one of these of paper Is worth
from 4000 up to the price paid by the
German Museum which Is the highest
aver given for a single stamp A specimen
of the one penny Mauritius was discovered
not long ago in the album of aFrench school-
boy collector and was sent to London

it was sold at auction bringing the
um of 7200 The Prince of Walt was

the buyer
The Hawaiian stamps are held next to

the Mauritius in point of rarity All are
very scarce but stamp
IsSl Is the most valuable specimen having
brought at a recent

They were discovered by
accident
VA tamp collector the Hawaiian

that a missionary had one
of his rooms papered stamps

this room a number
of Ihe varieties were found
whose existence hud not previously been
suspected The visitor re

dozen of the stamps In fairly
good condition and they are now
ones of this Issue

The other Hawaiian Issues are said to
owe their scarcity to the fact that nearly
the wholo was destroyed

of the An-
other explanation of their ia that a
stamp Honolulu some years
ago bought up every stamp he

thus bold-
Ing thorn at his own

After the Hawaiian stamps come those
of British Guiana are even scarcer

peculiar phase of this fascinating

The British have abso
lutely no attractive qualities to recom-
mend them to the of them
were

big office The very closely re
H ordinary round post
tions in centre

The 18M onecent U unique the
known being In the of

collector in Of course It Is hard
what It worth but If sold at sue

fbi probably bring a higher figure
than that the two penny
IswirThfl twocent British Guiana is also
valuable only eleven of UMS being known
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built that can keep BO steady
Tho is a boat 227 feet

over nil 193 on the waterline 24 feet
beam cad 10 draught She baa three
masts and is well known to every who
watches the boat She U driven by twin
screws each one being turned by a triple
expansion three oyllndered enjfffle Those
cylinders are 14 34 and 42 inches in di-
ameter respectively by 24 inches stroke
Steam generated in four water tube
boilers The screws are of manganese
bronze and are fqurjiladed The diameter
of each screw Is 7 feet 4 inches and the
pitch 0 feet When driven at full speed
these screws make 280 revolution a minute
aboordlng to Designer Seabury and it la
expected that the boat will make more
than twenty knots an hour in the race
When the Kanawha won the Lyslstrata
cup she averaged 1897 knot an hour and
aho was not the last log of the
course

Tho Hauoll was built last year from do
signs by Henry J Ololow for F M Smith
She ia a smaller boat than the Kanawha
is low and rakish looking and WON

built with the Idea of speed but at the sanio
time comfort has not boon overlooked Mr
Smith has owned several yachts and the
Hauoll was built because the boat he owned
last spring was not quite large enough for
him She displaces about 300 tons She is
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211 feet 3 inches IMfoet on the water-
line 21 feet 8 Inches beam and 8 feet draught
Theae figures show that she is shorter
narrower and baa less draught than the
Kanawha
triple expansion engine turning one screw
The cylinders are 17 ZOJi 80 and 90 Inches
In diameter respectively and the stroke ia
21 inches ia generated In four

overall

She la driven four oyllndered
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One of these stamps has brought 3000
at auction

United States postmaster stamps or
are the next most Issues

These were all Issued in the early
forties preceding the regular
are of some being printed-
on the envelope

The of them is
more fivecent variety which I printed-
on different and
signature of James M Buchanan then
postmaster of Baltimore It Is the great-
est States is
13000 There are ten different varieties of
the Baltimore stamp worth from 100 up
to the above

After the Baltimore comes the Mill
bury Mass fivecent stamp of 1847 Issued

of One of

of 1840 fivecent buff which
500 and the St Louis postmaster stamp

valued at 500 There were
of St Louis five ten and twenty

they are valued at from up
to 300

Some of the Confederate are also
quite rare those issued In Aberdeen Miss

S O being worthabout
350 apiece while are valued-

at upward

the big collectors of It
is to be as valuable as the Maur-
itius issue

The Cape of Good socalled wood-
blocks are quite valuable being worth
about 1400 making up plates
for this the one penny was
mistake dropped Into penny
plate penny Into one
penny so that when were

were found to be mixed each denomi-
nation having the wrong color These

unknown-
A good illustration of the

of Is the following
experience of E Stanley

the firm In

stamps
I One a came Into the store

the contents on the counter
few stamps for you He gladly accepted
28 lot

the Mr Gibbons
found that they consisted of triangular
Capes thousands of

issues and about twenty of the now
errors said that he

had attended bazaar in Colony where
one of the prizes offered

fee was one shilling and he won the prize
The a fair bargain of

his sackful of stamps Mr
also did very it is on record that
he sold majority of stamps
for a dollar time now

OLDEST CLOCK IN ENGLAND

Erected tn 188O In One of the Towers
r Peterborongb Cathedral

From the London ChronMc-
Peterborough Cathedral has the oldest

working clock In England It was erected
about itM and is probably the work ofa
monastic clockmaker It it the only
new known that Is wound up over an old
wooden wheel This wheel Is about 13 feet
in dronmference and the galvanized cable
about 100 feet In length supports a leaden
weight of 3 owt which has to be wound up
dilly

Th olock Is said to be of much more prim-
itive construction than that mad br Henry
de Nick for Charles V of Francs in 1370
The clock chamber ia in the northwest tower

110 feet high where the sunlight has
not penetrated for
tb by the light of a candle

struck hourly by an w pound hammer

apart being
bv a slender clock has no
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water tube botles The screw Is three
bladed 0 feet 8 Inches in diameter and 0

ft 3 pitch This when driveninch

DEADLY SNAKES OF FLORIDA

SUDDEN DEATH FOLLOWS THE
BITE OF THE ELAPS

A Pretty Creature 18 laohct IAn Whose
Venom KIn Like That r the Egyptian
AID An Artists Proof ef Its Vtrnlcaoe

Ants That Slay and Then Eat Soak
WiBHLKOTON June U A little man with

gray hair and shaggy almost white burn-
sides strolled through tho lobby of the
National Hotel a few evenings ago He
stopped and talked for a moment with the
clerk and then openings handbag and
thrusting his arm within pulled forth a-

long snake which h held up to view
He was James Bell postmaster at Gaines-

ville Fla He Is believed to have handled-
as many snakes as any other man in the
world Some of his friends at home call
him Judge Bell while to others he Is known
a Major Bell He has a right to both
titles for he has served as Judge of the court
of his county and ho was a Major in tho
civil war having been a member of the
First and the Thirtyseventh New York
Regiments He la a native of Brooklyn-
N T

After the war he drifted to Florida and
he baa since been supplying snakes to the
Smithsonian Institution and other cue
tomera public and private Here are some
of his observations about Florida snakes

A peculiarity about snakes ls that if
you bruise one skin will slough off and
the ante will eat It alive Any snake
wounded In this way ia bound to die If a
healthy snake comes in contact with a dead
snake the odor is sure to be retained and
the ants will attack the healthy snake and
eat It I have seen many such oases

Where a snake thus dies In captivity
with others the only way to preserve
rest is to put fresh earth ia the cage and
isolate the cage in water so the ants cant

to It Even then you may be defeated
Ante persistent appetite for

Seventeen years ago or thereabouts
Shindler the of the Smithsonian
Institution had an exciting experience
with a snake I sent waa a great painter-
of fishes and animal-

sI had a calico or thunder snake aa it Is
called In Florida but tho true scientific
name of which is the elaps It is brilliantly
colored and seldom more
teen inches in length Its rings are yellow
black and red

Few person bitten by the
ever than six or hours
Its similar to that of the Egyptian

The victim tails into a comatose
condition and It becomes bard to rally
himThe markings of this particular
were of the asked-
in It to the Smithsonian that it
be examined carefully to determine whether-
it were really an or a new

had been a great admirer-
of snakes up to that tim had

t ones in his room didnt
it was an He to handle-

it carelessly Supt Horan maintained that
it was an advised caution

Some ladles happened to be in Shindlers
room and to was no danger-
he drew his band across the
Then he snapped its head wlth his fingers

The one of his
a fang Unlike other poisonous snakes I

elan Instead of on like
a Shindler had to choke It from i
his finger-

Horan told him to see a doctor but
Shindler laughed and declared the bite
was few minutes later ha
noticed sharp in his arm He ex-
amined his finger closely and found a red
streak

Then he went to Dr Taylor in-

stitution Other doctors were called in
all worked hours over

him was restored to conscious
Boss

A peculiar feature of Shindler pijaoni
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become ulcerated
and nail would come off So would the
outer cuticle of the band

to do this several years
each year apparently getting worse
friend sent a
medicine which checked its recurrence-

A man In a Florida town ploughed up
an elap of small size He

something pretty her He held
and when be

and ran for dear life
Her husband assured her that the snake

was harmless and to demonstrate the truth

his Tho him The
man still maintained there was no danger

After dinner he said he was
i When

his wife went to awaken him she found him
In a stupor from which she could not
him that evening The doctors

it heart failure now I
In another case near Gainesville a cat

an and ran into the house
The woman grabbed up a broom to drive it
out Th cat snake
the bed where the was
woman struck the the
the down and ran out

little she saw that some-
thing was the matter with the child She
sent adoctor who diagnosed the case as
some complaint or

was a on one of the child s
legs but the doctor said that the bite was

responsible for the condition
for me I saw at a

that it was snakebite and that the
was poisonous-

The of course It had kicked
up its legs when the oat snake
over was bitten

PATTER OF CROOK

Up to Date Criminal Sling Heard In the
Offlee jBf a Police court Lawyer-

A casualhour In the office of one of the
lawyers rt the Jefferson Market
police court will give the average citizen
acme of up to date criminal
slang following are sonw expressions
recently overheard

Neverbad such slathers
He brought me three high ones

Ho got the front
n for putting the next

yeur two Dont butt
lnl iIllhave to stand for being the main
squeeze V

In your pocket and alLen It
fHes a rapper

Get your kick

es hia lamps on her
made con stick

Feellt slide the nottahook
Were all to the mustard

These are a The father of
found rare poetic Imagi-

nation in slang of the
There to be no lack of symbolism-
in tho patter of tho

Mint Julep without ttye

from Philadelphia Record
Of Its hard to Improve on

mint as a hot weather bverace Mid
the communicative bartender but Ive
rot one that I call the compromise that
often comes In handy Its built exactly
on as
Dr old Kentucky foundation
stone sherry instead
There of men In mint

the aroma of mint
are afraid of it4 powers

strength of the concoction proves too
It U

I have Invented the compromise I call
it retail the Julep with-
out propensities alto
effective In cases come In
demand circum-
stances th compromise bandy

ud the jag

In was that on the
of the day be II bitten that

up
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these waters It is expected that a large
fleet will be Sandy Hook to watch
the contest expected toout boat

PAYING OFF 10000 HANDS

A RIG TASK DONE WEEKLY IN
TWENTY MINUTES

How 1120000000 Has Been Paid In Wages
Five Yearn anti Only lias a

Recount or the Money
Myatem by Which It Has Been Done

In a town which contains tho chief plant
of ono of the biggest manufacturing cor-
porations of the country every Friday at
6 A M a policeman emerges from the door
of a bank closely guarding three men who
cross the sidewalk enter a waiting carriage
with bulky packages and are rapidly car-
ried away When the office of tho cor-
poration Is reached three or four workmen

and help the men in the
carriage to carry tho packages to the

deportment There they dump
dollars halves quarters and

cents to the amount of 120000 upon one of
the tables

Then every one gets busy-
It is 816 oclock by the big office clock

and that great pile of mixed money must
be counted and verified to the lost cent
and then distributed into 10000 envelopes-
in amounts of wide variation and this must
be accomplished by 2 oclock

Coats and waistcoats are thrown aside
shirt sleeves rolled up and sixteen clerks
jump to their places knowing that the next
six hours will demand a closeness of atten
tion and nimbleness of action rarely called
for in ordinary business

There axe four polished tables each
accommodating four clerks The pay-
master who holds a memorandum of the
contents of each of the money packages
throws a heavy bag of coin on a table
Instantly it Is untied and eight hands pull
piles of the coins toward them and the
counting begftui

At the other tables more coins or bills
of various denominations are being counted
Aa each bag or package la completed the
paymaster chocks it off on his list

About an hour is consumed in this pre-
liminary work As the last bag is checked
off the paymaster sigh of relief
The first stretch is tho amount is
correct and they can now get to the real
work of the day

In front of the first man at each table are
placed a of bills with small change
and a tray containing rows Jf pay
The hands in this factory ore all
and the envelopes bear on the outside the
printed number and the amount due to
that man

The computation of these has
occupied a force of two
clerks the whole preceding week Much
of the factory work is done by the piece
which entails an Immense amount of work
in collating and figuring

Two before checks are dis-
tributed to the showing the

To return to tables The first man
at each of an envelope rapidly
counts out It passes
both to his righthand neighbor in
turn to the next
man counts it and passes It on to
the fourth ruin who the en-
velope Thus each amount Is counted

times and the possibility of error

Silently and swiftly the sixteen men rush
the work along with an occasional

to test n or a
over to the chief for now
and then comes a for More
fivea or Nickels hero

Gradually the of money dimin
filled

until at 3 of roller a stretching

feet proclaim the cnp
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go over the the racers and got
on speed The Lysistrata

II now in these waters She la a fast boat
being credited with more than twenty knots
and It is said that ahe will follow the
and Hauoll for tho sixty

Tho start will be modo at Sandy Hook
lightship and tho boats will race thirty
miles to a turning mark which will bo about
seven miles to tho East of Fire Island light-
ship and then back again For three hours
the engines of tho two boats will be
as they never have before Each
at the wheel will bo holding as true a course
as it is possible to steer Tlio owners and
the guests will be seated in positions where
they offer as little resistance to the wind as
possible dOck the firemen will be
shovelling Into the and the
oilers will bo seeing that has
a chance to get heated

Steam yacht racing In an
It has not tho attractions that racing sall
boats has because on a selling boat every-
one can do something at times to help
and much depends on the way this work is
done On a steam yacht the work is all
done in preparing the boat tor the contest
and then when everything iready and the
engines work smoothly and well the boat

cura

Kwh

puling
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fur

lIne
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is driven over the course
There have not been many steam yacht

there Some years ago the American
Yacht Club which has a house
at Milton Point on the organ
ized to boom steam yachting It
handsome trophy valued at
this has never been raced for The club
did hold some regattas though and they

home
hold
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Quick work this Four men have counted
out 10000 pay In five hours That
means nearly minute and the

vary from 2 or 3 to 20 and 25
kinds of

But the paymaster ia work
He to do and not a

superfluous minute to do It in

over the money loft and thus rerlfl
correctness the amounts u

theres an error his troubles I have just
begun but it Is a remarkable fact that

years during which the sum of more
than 20000000 out in
onlv once has a recount been

Finding the correct he
to make any

made by workmen trustee

have to be taken care of and
with much groaning of he calls an
assistant to out the required

and help him to
again make the proper

oclock the time this Is
out and preparations at once

be made for of the
There are sixteen paystations at

in boxes for transportation
stations A is of

and it la now his duty to count
the number of it and
give a receipt

paymasters
a heavy

Is heard In the corridor a score
In and as the paymaster

calls out Factory A Factory

and carried off by a followed
by the proper assistant
As the leaves the office the pay-
master a chair He can a
twenty breathing spell now the

ten solid of care
Tho stations are boxes built

at convenient large enough for the
clerk and containing a for his
money trays A wire grating

an
can out the envelopes

on shelf and
himself outside the opening Already
the men have begun to as
harsh screech of the 0 oclock whistle breaks
In above the rattle of machinery and clatter
of the first man hands his

to the assistant who calls the num-
ber takes the envelope which is out
sees that It corresponding num-
ber and passes it to man next
check is handled the same way

AU is systematic and orderly and a

has struck its gait the work
rapidly that men do not

It becomes a steady stream of

mischance
The largest number hands at

a little short of
hundred and within twenty minutes from
the time the up the last
man is paid the are starting
back over
checks have odd to them the

after a day of systematic expedition which
would a was not of
regular weekly occurrence

Acted According to Law
From Harper WttMr

This story Is being told of a certain New
York politician He had succeeded In se-

curing for a friend of his a place u tax assessor
nt the cost of considerable exertion Not-
Ions after the friend had begun work In his
new place the politician was surprised and
grieved to see that he was taxed
ponnl property U4 UH possessor of one
goat He coiled on his friend the nnsemor
for an explanation accusing him of Ingrati-
tude and forcetrulneoM of toyota received

But I couldnt do less than obey epe-
rltlo details of the low protested
look heres what it says and 1m rend

from FQr all property hounding
or abutting on per front
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were exciting
In 1884 eight of the finest steamers raced

from off to New London a die
f elghtylLitx nautical miles The

Included Jay Goulds Atolanta
John Roachs Yosemlte C F Timpsons
Natalie Mr Brdndreths Camilla J M

Seymours Rival 0 H Sophia
and H A Taylors Sphinx The chief in
terest was in tho contest between the Ala
Inrita and the Yosemite and the Atalanta
won easily Her time was 4 hours 48 min-

utes 45soconda boat the Yosomit
minutes

The next year the Stiletto now a tor-

pedo boat owned by the Government
startled every ono by her speed which at
that time was considered phenomenal-
She was built atHerreshoffs and was en-

tered In the regatta Tho race that year
was one of more than ordinary interest
because some new boots had bcqn built v
beat the Atalanta nnd the Stiletto swrito
although she was not considered the proper
typo of boat to race against such a well
equipped as the Atalanta

The tho same na U proylcna
year and although the won
race she was in
Later on It was found Stiletto had
gone Inside a buoy Instead of outside and
this hot an advantage which was

unfair aa the Atalanta on
of her draught had to the
course The time for was i

49 minutes 64 seconds and the Ate
only 8 minutes 55 seconds slower

The Radha was the third boat then can
a new one by the Cramps and called

No 246 Lngonda Aids Rival
Sophia Utowana Ludlo Skylark Lurllne
and Viola

In 1886 the yachts were into
classes and were
to Eight boats started in threw

biggest class bringing together-

the Atalanta and tho Yosemite which wa

then owned by W E Connor In the second

class wero A E Batemans Meteor J 0
Lagonda and E M Field
the third class were F L Of

goods Nereid John H Kennedys Viola

and C Benedicts Edith The Atalanta
Meteor and Nereid were the and
the Atalantas tune was 4 hours 34 minutes
67 seconds time stood M a record for

After that were no more

some years later and there
talk two meeting but they never
did in any contest over a course
Then the Ellktocaroo out and fast
time over a mile course on the Hudson

too fast over a similar

with the race for the cup and
it ia probable interest will

of some steamers being built which are to
I bo faster than any boats afloat

There was a raoo on the Sound last

the Inga The Norman won and Commo

for It is probable that
be arranged

In the cruise of the New York Yacht
there are to be two steam yacht races
the prizes are to be cups by

owner of the
races will be held off Newport and are for

under 160 feet
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POTATOES SCARCE AND HIGH

ONE CAUSE IS THAT YOUNG MEN
WILL DESERT THE FARM

And Try to Get RIch In the Commission
BnslncM Other Men Who Have
Unit the nil and Done Well at Farming

Foreigners Too 8 e the Opportunity

Potatoes jumped 2 a barrel In one day
last week said a downtown commission
merchant They went up from 460 to
660

The price Is ridiculous There ought-
to be plenty of new potatoes on the market
at from 350 to 4 a barrel But they are
not there and one reason they are not is
that a lot of young men who ought to be
bock on the farm where they came from are
here In tho city trying to get rich in tho
commission business

I know at least thirty men who are Skin-

ning along at the rag tag and bobtail end
of tho commission business who cam
from good they might be mak-

ing plenty if what to
raise and how to raise It There Is one man-

I know of who made 40000 last year 60
white onions

He got 15 a barrel for all his
and ho had brains enough to put
everlasting lot of them The sudden wealth
that poured in on him just about turned
his for a while but ho has got hi

and Is going to be on the mar-

ket with another big paying Ihii
And then there is raising ted

Belgian hare raising a woman
over in Jersey who cleared over nil ex-

penses lost year 10000 in raising squabs
She raised the finest kind of Jumbo

squabs and prepared and packed them
an artist There Is no limit to the demand
for Tho demand for Belgian
hares Is equally great and they are easy
to raise

Then of course there are the old re
chickens and We had a clerk

in our store who 10 a week
Ho saved his and

the knowledge ho got of the produce com-
mission saw his way to doing
something for himself

He went down on Island got a
farm and raising

He Is now Independent an Income of
3000 a to say nothing of

the food for himself and he
raises on the farm

Of course his training in the commission
was to him Ho knew

was marketable and what was not
He knew to his eggs nicely-
In good attractive boxes now
are a on the mark
and nave an individual standard-

It would be a thing for anybody
who thinks of going Into
business York to have a much
Information as he can get about the corn

here the city The
commission merchants would gLad

to see more grown about here
this potato situation for instance

ought to have an abundance of them right
at home The South and North Carolina

are used up clean already In Ire-
land potatoes are a on market

would be bringing beggarly
prices were It not for the

our young fellows on the forms
are to get to the and too

for hard work The
foreigners however on to the

Out in the Oranges In Now
of are making lots

have
and onions command a good price now
and are sold

The foreigners will own nil the good
truck country for a hundred
around New our American
fellows do not wake and get oiv
tool nptiou of off to oiaj
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